This study aimed to determine the prevalence of endoscopic and histological gastroduodenitis as well as helicobacter-like organisms in patients with end stage renal failure undergoing maintenance dialysis treatment. A total of 322 out of 422 patients in our dialysis programme underwent endoscopy and gastroduodenal biopsy specimens were taken from 260. Endoscopic gastroduodenitis occurred in 158 (49%). Histological gastritis occurred in the gastric body or antrum in 134 patients (52%) and duodenitis in 52 (21%). There was no correlation between endoscopic and histological gastritis in contrast to a significant correlation for duodenitis. Helicobacter-like organisms occurred in the body or antrum in 81 (31%). Their presence was associated with gastritis -in particular acute and acute on chronic gastritis rather than chronic gastritis. Patients with gastritis were significantly older than those without (p<0001) and had lower basal and peak acid outputs.
Although we now know that uraemic patients on maintenance dialysis treatment are not especially prone to develop peptic ulcer,' the frequency of complicated ulcer disease does seem to be increased after kidney transplantation.67 Helicobacter pylori is associated with both peptic ulcer and gastritis, and a causal role has been postulated for the bacterium in both conditions.81' The prevalence of gastritis and gastric helicobacter in uraemia is therefore of interest. Although gastroduodenitis has been studied in several series of uraemic patients,' [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] the prevalence of gastric helicobacter in uraemia has not, to our knowledge, been reported before. We therefore investigated the relation between histological gastroduodenitis and helicobacter-like organisms in a large series Nodular duodenitis associated with Brunner's gland hyperplasia has been reported to be associated with uraemia.3 12 13 2930 We found that neither was common and the two features were not correlated.
In common with non-uraemic patients, our subjects with gastritis were older than those without. They also had lower gastric acid secretory capacities perhaps related to a higher frequency of glandular atrophy.
In conclusion, histological gastritis occurred in 134 of 260 (52%) uraemic patients on maintenance dialysis treatment. Helicobacter-like organisms were found in 31% of our uraemic patients. It is possible that gastric helicobacter could be responsible for a high prevalence of peptic ulcer after transplantation but a prospective study is required to answer this question. 
